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El Paso Mass Shootings
[bookmark: _GoBack]The article “Why domestic terror designation in El Paso shooting likely won’t result in terrorism charges” published on ABC News is on the mass shooting that happened in El Pasoon October 3rd, 2019, where a gunman randomly shot and killed 22 people and leaving scores injured. The perpetrator was arrested and taken to court to be charged. Although the federal authorities are treating the shooting as domestic terrorism, it is unlikely that the suspect will be charged because domestic terrorism law does not exist in the United States (Karma, 2019). The El Paso shootings came only a few days after another killing happened in the Gilroy Garlic Festival 3 people had been killed and 13 others wounded. The federal authorities termed the case as a domestic terror as the suspect had planned to target religious groups, political parties and government agencies. Although the domestic terrorism is defined in the United States law, there is, however no prohibitions that against domestic terrorism acts (Taylor, 2019). The shooting in El Paso was racially instigated as it affected people of Mexican and Spanish descent.
	Americans have always taken pride in their ability to safeguard their borders and its people. Domestic and transnational attacks impact people believe and trust in the system to protect them. Terrorist acts that have been conducted within the country’s borders have triggered a debate on gun control (Price,2019). The El Paso mass shootings have ignited a debate on ways to combat domestic terrorism in country. The domestic acts of terrorism could inspire other extremists in the country to carry violent acts in future. Due to an increase in the number of white supremacist groups, domestic terrorism has become a threat in the United States. According to Sparrow (2019), domestic terrorism that is motivated by ideologies of white supremacy and anti-government views have killed many people in the U. S since September 11 attacks. The lack of appropriate combat mechanism has led to the resurgence of homegrown terrorists who have carried out attacks in the country.
	The El Paso mass shooting has increased the focus on the loopholes that exist between the United States law on domestic terrorism acts. The government also realizes the connection that exists between domestic and foreign terrorist attacks. Although there is no situations where perpetrators of domestic terrorist attacks have walked scot-free or faced lighter sentences, the acts of terrorism have increased the need to create domestic terrorism law which will enable sufficient punishment, allow prosecution for the perpetrators and have security agencies such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation and Homeland Security to be involved in the investigation stage which enable easy identification of perpetrators before they conduct an attack and prosecuted. In the previous, the FBI has been advocating for coordination between them and local security agencies, which will play a significant role in averting terrorist attacks.
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